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Website Orientation

https://connectmt.mt.gov/

MONTANA GOV

CONMNECT MT

Welcome to the Connect MT

WEbSite CONTACT US
One Stop Broadband Resources

Broadband - Connect MT and Communications Advisory Advisory Commission
Commission Members

Website includes:

* FAQs

¢  Contact information

. Information about the statewide broadband map, federal resources, announcements, events, webinars, forms, and guides
*  Application link and guidance

*  Project challenge process

*  Awards

*  Auditing and reporting



https://connectmt.mt.gov/

Map Orientation
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Description
The map portrays broadband statistics for the State of °

Montana. Statistics are available by county and tribal
lands boundaries.

Click in the map to see county statistics in a popup.
Zoom in until country boundaries appear and click in the
map to see relevant statistics. Zoom in still further to
sea Served /| Insarvad / Indersarvad / Frontiar

Slide 3

° The State of Montana has selected LightBox to create broadband serviceable location analytics and
mapping capabilities for the state.

° LightBox offered Montana an opportunity to get a precise accounting and assessment of the current
landscape when it comes to broadband

[}

Georgia and Alabama have already leveraged LightBox data to create highly accurate broadband
serviceable location mapping, amid the Federal Government’s push for greater digital equality
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OKTA Registration for Map Access

Application Information
» Applicotion Guides
3 Broodbond Application

w Okta Account Information

» Maop Access Requesis

» Application Map

. OKTA is the single sign-on for the State of Montana

° Go to Connectmt.mt.gov — click on Apply Tab — instructions and video provided to guide through registering for account on
Login.mt.gov




Request Map Access

Application Information
» Application Guides
3 Broodband Application
3  Okto Account Information

w Map Access Requests

Broadband Map Access Request

Name*

Email*

Organization®

Position within Organization =

Submit Request

. From the Apply Section of conectmt.mt.gov — click on the next link “Map Access Requests”

° Complete and Submit — you will receive a notification once your request has been approved.




Registering with Website

https://www.covidreliefmt.org/submit

CONNECT MT Sign Up Sign In

Apply ~

Email

Broadband Application

Password
Applications Received

Confirm Password

Challenge Information

Ch(] ||enge MOp First name Last name

Challenges Received
Challenge Response “

By signing up you agree to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.

. Clicking “Broadband Application” will bring applicant to Montana Grant Application Portal
. Registration will be prompted and will redirect applicant to application upon completion

. Application is supported by Submittable - so if you already have an account with Submittable for
other grants, use the same log in



https://www.covidreliefmt.org/submit

Online Application

§ MONTANA Gra

£ 9 in & | W rollowing

ARPA Broadband Infrastructure

Ends on Aprl 8, 2022

Background Information

Montana is committed to bulfill the purpose of the American Bescus Plan Acts directive for the expanszion of
broadband Internst access to Montana's regions and locals that remain unserved or underserved. The
Department of Adminisiration (DOA] has established the ConnectMT (“Program”) under the “ Connect
Moniana Acf’, 5B 297 to oversee the operation of the award allocations process. To review more information

about the application, scering and challenge processes, please go to hitps: //connectmt. mt.govy .

* Review Application Guidance FIRST

* Gather the appropriate data and documentation

* Itis recommended to draft narratives outside of the Submittable online application portal.

* Click SAVE after completing significant amounts of work — data may be lost and require a restart of application
*  When ready to submit, copy and paste work into Submittable grant application portal




Online Application - Continued

* Applicants can only complete one application at a time

* |f your organization intends to submit multiple applications for different
projects, your options are:

* Complete one application at a time / Submit / start new application,
or

» Different individuals from the organization can initiate different
applications

* Collaboration of multiple people on applications is an option within
the system




Online Application - Continued

f ¥ in l Following

ARPA Broadband Infrastructure

& Invite Collaborators |

Invite Collaborators

Add team member email addresses below to collaborate with each other in realtfime. Team members will receive a link and have access to the farm

Add a collabeorater email...

*  You may Invite Collaborators to help work on the application together
*  Only the person that initiated the application can click “Submit” to
finalize the submission



Eligibility Questions

Motice of Application Guidance

Before complating your application, please review the_Application Guidance.

| ceriify that | am an eligible applicant for this program as defined by the Application Guidance, *
s
Mo

See Application Guidance for list of eligible applicants

| certify that my project is located in an unserved or underserved area as defined by the Application
Guidance. *

ACH

Mo

| certify that my project costs are eligible as defined by the Application Guidance. *

ACH

Mo

IMPORTANT NOTE:

* Review Application Guidance — see link in application — to determine if eligible to apply and if the project is
eligible.

* If you answer “NO” to any of these eligibility questions, a notification will pop up that you are ineligible and
you will not be able to continue the application.

* After verifying your eligibility, click “Next”




Application Checklist

Application Checklist

s The checklist provided below is for reference only.

* It is provided fo help you prepare and organize the information you need to provide in the application.
# Complefion of this checklist is oplional and does not reflect in application scoring.

The Broadband Infrastructure application will require at a minimum the following documents:

Applicant affidavit upload
Budgeting engineering designs, diagrams, and maps that demonstrate the viability of the propesal project with cerification stamps

Certification from manuf

aciurer or pr onal engineer of equipment fo be utilized

Certification of professional enginee

Documentation showing project served unserved or underserved arsas

* Application Checklist — optional

* Help you gather and organize data and documents, including budget, SAM.gov registration, SOS.mt.gov
registration.




Part |

Broadband Application

Part | - Project Background Information

Project Name *

Applicant Organization Name *

Applicant Organization's Mailing Address *

Country

ALddress

* Complete contact information and project background fields




SAM.gov Registration

A sAM.cov

Home Search Data Bank Data Services Help

Getting Started with Registration

This the official U.S. government website for entity registration. Entity registration is FREE.

Before You Get Started

Before you start your registration, there are a few steps you must complete first.
Review these steps to help ensure you set aside enough time to complete your
registration.

Request a Prepare Your Get a Login.gov Submit and SI |de 43
DUNS Number Data Account Finish

* Provide your 13 digit SAM.gov registration number
* If not registered, go to SAM.GOV to register




SAM.gov Registration

@ Request a DUNS Number

All entities wishing to do business with the federal government must have a unique
entity identifier (UEI). Currently, the DUNS number, which is a unique nine-character
identification number provided by Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) free of charge, is the
official UEI D&B assigns UEI (DUNS) for each physical location of a business.
Requesting a UEI (DUNS) takes about 10 minutes. Receiving a UEI (DUNS) takes 1-2
business days (under normal circumstances) when using the D&B web form.

Go to D&B web form &

* Request a DUNS number
* Federal site indicates 1-2 days to receive DUNS number




Historical Financial Statements

Historical Financial Statements

ved, or audited financial statements for the applicant orgenization.

1) Prow

e historicel, unquelified CPA comipil
2) Confidential - Yes/No - DO YOU CONSIDER FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CONFIDENTIAL?

hese documents are provided. If confidential, enzwer "Yes" below and follow the link to provide these

s YES- The follov
documents t

o NO- An

y other required informetion that is con red confidential.

v end uploed the required finencial statements.

/. or equivalent forms besed on the type of organization.

Financis| ststements shall include: belance sheets, income ststements, and ststements of cash f

Prowvide f unquelified CPA compiled, reviewed, or audited historice of unqualified CPA compiled, r wed, or sudited

tztements. Demaonztrate the overzll finan iding the 3 most recent years of unquelified CRA

“Confidential Information” and must be eppropristehy

, or audited financial statements. The financial statements may be identified and file

compiled, rey

marked as confidential when submitted. Any confidential informatio ould be identified es & seperate file. Results from en independent sudit may also be

ided ocuments should submitted and

sze

the Applicant’s most recent yeer's federal ¢

provided &z zupplemental detsil, == w

marked as confidential. Supplemental material thet may be provided es documentstion for this reguirement include the following:
® An Applicant that hes been designated as an ETC by the Montana Public Ukilities Commission (MPUC) may submit the copy of the MPUC Order authorizing

the ETC

s An Applicent that iz & borrower in goo

signation.

ding with the Rural Uiilities Service (RUS) may submit umentstion thet supports that d

of the communities

ent Montane cable franchise agreement for the proposed communities in the pr

* An Applicent that hes &

th the date of the franct = most recent egreement or renewa

covered by the franct

Do you have any documents considered trade secrets or confidential for this application? *

* Decide if the historical financial statements are considered “confidential” or can be provided as

public information
* If you have ANY confidential or trade secret information — this is where you can indicate as such

and provide that info via the provided instructions




Confidential Yes?

Do you have any documents considered trade secrets or confidential for this application? *

0 Yes

Na

he response of the Authorized Organization Officia

Confidential Documents Website

» Send Files Here: File Trensfer Service Link.

»  Submit any required documents for this application, financials, ete your organization considers confidential / trade secrets.

s Instructions: https./epp.mt goviepess-idp/portaliinstruct htm
» [fyou have issues with File Transfer upload/zend - Call {408) 444-2000

* If you have confidential / trade secret documents — use the File Transfer Service
* DO NOT UPLOAD confidential / trade secret documents in the application portal




Confidential - No

Do you have any documents considered trade secrets or confidential for this application? *

ez

o No

Financial Documents Upload *

Select up to 70 files 1o enach. Nao files heve been attached yet You may add 70 more files
Acceptable file types: cav. doc. docx, .odt, pdf, rf. o pd. wpf. gif. jpg. jpeg. png. =vg, f, 1iff, .epub. key, mobi, .mus, .musx, ppt. .pp b, 2, xl=
Upload finenciel documents. Provide historical. unqualified CPA compiled, reviewed., or audited financial stetements

* If financial documents are not confidential, upload requested documents in this field
in the Submittable application form




Part Il — Project Location Information

Part Il - Project Location Information

Project Location *

Provide descriptively the geogrephical eree of the proposed project.

County Served by Project (select all that apply) *

BEAVERHEAD
EIG HORM
ELAINE
BROADWATER
CARBON
CARTER
CASCADE

* Provide requested project location information.
* Select any/all counties that are served by this project.




Map Upload

Map Upload *

Choose File

Select up to 5 files to attach. No files have been attached yet. You may add 5 more files.

Acceptable file types: .csv, .doc, .docx, .odt, .pdf, .rtf, .txt, .wpd, .wpf, .gif, .jpg. .Jpeg, .png, .svg, .tif, tiff, .epub, .key, .mobi, .mus, .musx, .ppt, .pptx, .sib, .xls, .xIsx,
.zip

« If providing a GIS shapefile(s), please zip all the files (at a minimum, you MUST include files with the .shp, .shx, and .dbf file extensions) and upload as
a zip file.

1.  Click “Choose File”
2. Select files from your device

Reminder: All GIS shapefiles must be submitted in .zip files




Part Ill — Project Funding

Part lll - Project Funding Information

Project Funding

Allocation Request Amount *
$ uso

Round to nearest dollar.

Allocation Request as a Percent of Total Project Cost *
%

Enter in the form of & percentage. Do not enter % =y

symbal. System will eutomatically add the symbaol after the dets is zaved.

Matching Funds Provided by Applicant *
$ uso

Round to nearest dollar.

* Provide project funding information, including matching funds data




Part IV — Broadband Improvements

Part IV - Broadband Improvements

Anticipated Broadband Improvements

Total Number of Proposed Last Mile Connections *

Select up to 5 files to ettach. No files heve been sttached yet. You may add 5 more files.

Acceptable file types: .cav, doc, .dooe, .odt, pdf, rtf, o, wpd, wpf, gif, jpa. jpea. .png. =vg, f, 1ff, .epub, key, mabi, .mus, .musx, ppt, pptx, =ib, s, xdsx,
Zip

Proposed Last Mile Connections Template

Application Includes: *

Lazt Mile Campanents Only
Middle Mile Component= Only

Both Last Mile end Middle Mile Components

* Provide Broadband Improvements information




Part V— Community Participation

Part V - Community Participation

Provide Evidence of Community Support for Project *

Select up to 70 files to ettach. No files heve been ettached yet You may add 70 more files.

Acceptable file types: .cav, doc, .doox, .odt, pdf, .nf, .o, wpd, wpf, gif, jpg. jpea. png. .svg. tf, 4ff, .epub, key, mobi, .mus, .musx, .ppt. .pptx, sib, s, xlsx,

Zip

Exemples include letters endorsing the project and describing the need for broadbend improvements from residents, businesses, legislators, congressiona

representatives, etc.

* Provide Community Support documentation
* Letters of endorsement




Part VI — Project Readiness

Part VI - Project Readiness

Use of Funds

Pleese use the following https:/connectmt mt.gow’_docs/ConnectMT-Application-Guide pdf document - starting on pg 14 - for this portion for the application.

Ingligible expenses include:

» Expense prior to eward contract execution. The broadband & raem cannot provide reimbursemant for any expenses incurred prior to the date

tthe ellocstion contract iz exscuted. Any such expenzes mey not be included &5 sllocstion sligible expenszes.
» Video or voice services

»  Ady ing

* Genersl operations

& Monbroadband related lisbilitizz of the epplicant

» Marketing activities

Recommended minimum budget cetegories for “lze of Funds" table above are es fallov

: [Applicant mey add othar budge: categories &z neaded]

ction — Labor — Lest Mile

truction — Labor — Middle Mile

& Canstruction - Materizlz

s Elzctronics

s Customer Premize Installation — Lebor
s Customer Premize — Equipment

s Profzzzional zervices end enginsering

Use of Funds Upload *

. ipg. jpeg. .png. & iff, .epub, ey, .maobi, .mus, .musx, ppt, pptx, sib, s,

* Review Eligible Uses of Funds
* Upload Uses of Funds Document




Project Implementation

Will the Applicant offer the broadband services for a minimum five year period? *

D e

Na

Provide documentation that Applicant will offer the broadband service for a minimum of five years. *

Upload & file. Mo files heve been sttached yet

Acceptable file typ: odt, .pdf, .itf. <t wpd, wpf, gif. jpa. Jjpeg. .png. svg, f, Gff

Include estimated subs tion take rates for the proposed project erea.

Provide the proposed pricing structure [by associated download and upload speeds] for all broadband services to be offered
in association with this project. *

Limit: 1500 cheracters

Demonstrate that speeds meet and exceed Montana lew broadband speed requirements. If applicable, include a low-income pricing medel. Include provis

thet do not include dats cap limitations for senvice and pricing.

* If you answer “yes” to providing broadband services for minimum 5 years — additional
field will pop up

* Upload Documentation including estimated subscription take rates for the proposed
project area.




Part VIl — Project Sustainability

Part VIl - Project Sustainability Instructions

Provide technical expertise statement ®

bz

* Provide requested narrative detailing technical expertise of the applicant and experience
* Note the character limitation
* Do not forget to click “Save Draft” frequently as you continue working through the application




Part VIII — Applicant Affidavit

Part VIl - Applicant Affidavit

Applicant Affidavit Upload *

| yet. You mey add & more files.

Select up to 5 files to attach. No f

Acceptable file types: .cav, doc., doox, .odt, .pdf, rtf, tet, wpd, wpf, gif, jpg. jpeg. .png. =g, of, 4ff, .epub, key, .mobi, .mus, .musx, ppt, pptx. sib, xls, xdsx
Zip

ide 8 =igned, dated, end wi fficiel Applicant support for and epproval of the epplication

he

L]

as well es @ commitment to provide the Applicant’s match




Additional Attachments

Other Attachments - Please attach any other attachments relative to your application (if needed)

Choose File

Select up to 50 files to attach. No files have been attached yet. You may add 50 more files.

Acceptable file types: .csv, .doc, .docx, .odt, .pdf, .itf, b, wpd, .wpf, .gif, .jpa, Jjpeq. .png, .svg, if, tiff, .epub, key, .mobi, .mus, .musx, .

.zip

* Attach any additional relevant information. This is optional — available for use if needed.
* Please name files descriptive relative to the information provided.




Application Submission

Save and Submit Feature

BEFORE YOU SUBMIT
Please Note:

» The verification of receipt will only go to the email address associated with the person that registered for the Submittable account.
» Once you have completed your application, please click “Save” and “Submit”.

Success!

Youw'll receive updates from Submittable by email—to e Fooin natifications, follow these steps. You
can also check on the status any time in your 5

in B l Following

Retum 1o State of Montana =+

* Found at bottom of application
* Do not forget to click “Save Draft” after completing work in application
* Want a printed copy or PDF of your application?
* Hit “Print” before “Submit”
* OR - Log back into your Submittable account and download a copy from there




Where to Find Application After Submitted

Log back into your account at covidreliefmt.org/login

Sign Up Sign In

* Found at bottom of application
* Do not forget to click “Save Draft” after completing work in application
* Want a printed copy or PDF of your application?
* Hit “Print” before “Submit”
* OR - Log back into your Submittable account and download a copy from there




Where to Find Application After Submitted

Log back into your account at covidreliefmt.org/login

Sign Up Sign In

Submittable oo o ®
Angie Nelson A
e =
My Submissions
A1 Submissions Active Accopied Declined  Withdrawr Saved Drafis Colaborations LE
m Test-Angie ISP Middle Mile State of Mantans - ARPA Brosdband Infastructure 0210712022

* Found at bottom of application
* Do not forget to click “Save Draft” after completing work in application
* Want a printed copy or PDF of your application?
* Hit “Print” before “Submit”
* OR - Log back into your Submittable account and download a copy from there




Application Guide

Information / Forms & Guides

Information

Statewide Broadband Map

Federal Resources

Announcements

Events

Webinars

Forms & Guides

» ConnectMT Program Scoring Chart (as of 1/28/2022)
s ConnectMT Application Guide
» ARPA Broadband Online Application Template (For Informational Purposes Only)




Timeline

Date
2/7/22-4/8/22
2/10/2022

4/13/2022

4/14/22-5/12/22

5/27/2022

5/30/22-6/3/22

June 2022

6/4/22-6/30/22

6/30/2022

Item
Statewide Application window
Application Webinar

Applications available for public review

30-day Challenge period

DOA repsonses to challenges

Applicants open to modify applications

Receive ARPA funds from US Treasury

Review eligible applications & determine awards

Obligate and announce awards

B S

Slide 62



Online Challenge Process

» Refer to SB 297 for more information on the challenge process



https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2021/billpdf/SB0297.pdf

Q&A Section

MONTANA.GOV

CONNECT MT

Welcome to the Connect MT

website
One Stop Broadband Resources

Broadband - Connect MT and Communications Advisory Advisory Commission
Commission Members
The 2021 Legislotere passed and Gavernor Gionforte signed SB297 creating the ConnectMT Act, The «  Sengtors Don Salame
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